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(C) THE HAGUE 5439 

1. A USG"FOLLOW-ON " CATALOG EXPOSITION ON POOD PROCESSING AND 
PACKAGING EQUIPMENT WAS HELD AS SCHEDULED NOVEMBER 5-7 IN 
ANTWERP.USING USIA PILMS AND CATALOGS FROM EIGHTY-FOUR FIRMS 
ASSEMBLED BY USDOC FOR DISPLAY AT MACHEVO IN UTRECHT DURING 
OCTOBER, TWO ROOMS AND THE THEATERETTE OP THE ANTWERP CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE WERE USED AS A CENTER TO WHICH SEVERAL HUNDRED 
SELECTED BELGIAN PIRMS WERE INVITED AND TO WHICH EIGHTY-TWO 
BELGIAN VISITORS ACTUALLY CAME.WITH GUIDANCE AND PULL SUPPORT 
FROM THE OFPICE OF THE COMMERCIAL ATTACHE IN BRUSSELS, A SERIES 
OF THIRTY-ODD "BLUE RIBBON" CALLS WERE MADE ON POTENTIAL AGENTS 
AND MAJOR BUYERS IN THE WEEK BEPORE OPENING.THESE CALLS ELICITED 
AN UNUSUAL FAVORABLE RESPONSE FROM POTENTIAL AGENTS LOCATED 
OUTSIDE ANTWERP.SOME CAME FROM AS FAR AWAY AS LIEGE AND STAYED 
LOOKING AT THE CATALOGS FOR ONE OR TWO HOURS. WE ESTIMATE THAT 
THE VISITORS REPRESENTED TWENTY POTENTIAL AGENCIES AND ABOUT 
THIRTY POTENTIAL CONSUMING FIRMS. 
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2. OF THE EIGHTY-FOUR AMERICAN COMPANIES REPRESENTED BY THE 
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ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY EIGHT CATALOGS SHOWN AT THE EXPOSITION, 
TWENTY-EIVE EIRMS ATTRACTED THE INTEREST OE EOUR OR MORE 
BELGIAN FIRMS, EORTY-NINE INTERESTED BETWEEN ONE AND THREE 
BELGIAN FIRMS AND ONLY TEN U.S. EIRMS EVOKED NO EXPRESSIONS OE 
INTEREST.THE HIGH SCORER WAS HI-SPEF.D CHECKWEIGHER CO. WITH 
SEVEN EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST. KOCH SUPPLIES INC., DASI, 

BLUE GIANT EQUIPMENT.STANDARD PACKAGING AND TELE SONIC/TRESCOTT 
EACH HAD SIX. APPROPRIATE LETTERS WILL BE SENT TO EACH U.S. 

EIRM BY THE COMMERCIAL ATTACHE IN BRUSSELS ENCLOSING A LIST OE 
THE BELGIAN FIRMS EXPRESSING INTEREST IN THAT AMERICAN EIRM S 
PRODUCTS. 

3. AS A BI-PRODUCT OP THE EXPOSITION, AT LEAST TWENTY-FIVE 
BELGIAN COMPANIES THAT VISITED US ALSO EXPRESSED AN INTEREST 
IN ITEMS IN THE POOD PROCESSING/PACKAGING PIELD WHICH WERE 
ADDITIONAL TO OR DIPPERENT PROM THOSE REPRESENTED BY CATALOGS 

AT THE SHOW. APPROPRIATE TRADE OPPORTUNITY TELEGRAMS REPRESENTING 
THESE EXPRESSIONS OP INTEREST WILL BE SUBMITTED BY THE EMBASSY 
AND THE CONGEN. 

4. PRELIMINARY PIGURES INDICATE THAT THE DIRECT COST TO USDOC 
POR THE "POLLOW-ON " PART OF THIS EXPOSITION WILL BE ABOUT 
DOLLARS 350, 1.E. SOMEWHAT UNDER THE BUDGET ALLOTTED IN REP.B. 

5. COMMENT: PROM OUR POINT OP VIEW, THE EXPOSITION WAS A SUCCESS. 

A UNIFORMLY FAVORABLE RESPONSE TOWARDS THE EPPORT AND INTEREST 
WAS EXPRESSED BY ALL IN THE BELGIAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY WITH 
WHOM WE WERE IN CONTACT. THE DEVICE OP A CATALOG EXPOSITION 
SPONSORED BY A GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION WAS APPARENTLY NEW TO 
ANTWERP AND STRUCK A RESPONSIVE CHORD IN THE TRADE. 

6. IN EIGHT WEEKS, WE PLAN A BRIBE POLLOW-UP SURVEY TO LEARN 
WHAT ACTUAL BUSINESS CONTACTS RESULTED FROM THE EPPORT.COPIES 
OP THAT REPORT WILL BE SENT TO USDOC (MRS.ORR) AND TO SECSTATE 
(COMMERCIAL COORDINATOR IN EUR) TOGETHER WITH A BRIEF SUMMARY 
OF THE MARKET INTELLIGENCE OBTAINED INCIDENTAL TO WORKING UP 
THE EXPOSITION. 

END COMMENT. 
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7. OUR SPECIAL THANKS ARE DUE TO GUIDO PENZI IN ROTTERDAM POR 
HIS COOPERATIVE SPIRIT, IDEAS AND EXPERIENCE WHICH IMMEASURABLY 
HELPED US. 

HEIMANN 
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